SCIENCE AND  POLITICS.

and that, in his lips, they are apt to sound so crude
and artificial that one can only wonder at his con-
descending to notice them. He ridicules them as
the poorest of platitudes whenever they are used
by an antagonist, and one can only hope that his
occasional homage implies that he too has a certain
belief that there ought to be, and perhaps may
somewhere be, a sound theory, though he has not
paid it much attention. Well, we, I take it, differ
from him simply in this respect, that we believe
more decidedly that such theory has at least a
potential existence ; and that if hitherto it is a very
uncertain and ambiguous guide, the mere attempt to
work it out seriously may do something to strengthen
and deepen our practical political convictions. A
man of real ability, who is actively engaged in
politics without being submerged by merely political
intrigues, can hardly fail to wish at least to institute
some kind of research into the principles which guide
his practice. To such a desire we may attribute
some very stimulating books, such, for example, as
Bagehot's Physics and Politics or Mr. Bryce's philo-
sophical study of the United States. What I propose
to do is to suggest a few considerations as to the
real value and proper direction of these arguments,
which lie, as it were, on the borderland between
the immediate " platform " and the abstract theory.